LAXTON PARISH COUNCIL
7pm, 27 November 2024
PRESENT:  Councillors Goulden (Chair), Sweeting (Deputy Chair), Huntley, Collins, S Yarrow and Watson.
Councillor Wilkinson was in attendance.  
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M Yarrow, and Ward Councillors Aitken and Bayram.
Clerk:  Alan Bravey, Poppy Hunt
82/24
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS – There were no declarations of interest.    

83/24
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 26th September 2024 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

84/24
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – There were no members of the public present. 
85/23
ACTION LOG – Resolved – Meeting to be arranged with Councillor Watson as the Parish Council’s representative for the playground committee. 
86/24 WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE – Councillor Wilkinson gave an update on progress with the new combined authority. This would see Hull and ERYC combine on a limited number of strategic regional issues such as road and rail.  It was mentioned that there would be an election for Mayor in May 2025.  The first tranche of funding would see an investment of £160 million over the course of the next 30 years. Cllrs Collins and S Yarrow brought up a number of particular roads in the area in need of repair, from the Village Hall to the Kilpin junction, and at the pumping station to Trandy Corner.  The Clerk advised that he would report, and asked if Councillors could send him pictures of the condition of the road. 
87/24 PARISH COUNCILLOR UPDATE ​– The councillors discussed the following:
i. A request to re-instate the defibrillator first responder scheme.  The Parish Council had agreed to withdraw from this scheme because of practical difficulties in its use.  It relied upon having someone available to call the first responder telephone number, and may not be possible if the person offering assistance was on their own.  Only landline telephone numbers could be accepted onto the system, which precluded many from taking part.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to pursue a defibrillator training course.  

ii. The potential of the Parish Council becoming sole trustee of the village hall, should the outgoing trustees not be able to find replacement volunteers.  The Clerk provided an update on advice received from ERNLLCA.  The Parish Council recognised the significant amount of work and complexities involved should it become the sole trustee of a charity, not least because charities operate within a very different legislative and procedural process to local government.  The Parish Council agreed that it was not resourced to take on this work, and would therefore only consider becoming a sole trustee at the point where the Laxton Victory Hall committee considered liquidising their assets because it had not been possible to find alternative trustees. 

iii. A number of the new BT fibre boxes on Saltmarsh Road were broken and could cause a potential hazard to walkers.   
iv. The benefits of adopting Whatsapp guidelines, such as those used by Etton Parish Council.  It was agreed that would be adopted and shared with the WhatsApp group, and that the name of the group should returned to Laxton Support Group.

88 /24
CORRESPONDENCE – Resolved – i) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:
i. ERNLLCA, new web domain benefits. 
ii. Cllr Aitkin, ERYC to receive £119 million funding to target rural areas.

iii. ERYC, Launch of Streetscene Hub for complicated streetscene issues that can not be dealt with through normal web reporting.
iv. ERNLLCA, Newsletter

v. ERYC, Reinforcing 12 week notice required to close roads for events.

vi. ERYC, Virtual councillor attendance.

vii. NALC, 24/25 Pay Agreement reached. 

viii. Cllr Aitkin, Telegraph Poles

ix. ERYC, Promoting new Rual Matters website

x. VE Day

xi. Cllr Aitkin, Availability of DHSC £750 match funding for external defibrillators, and £650 for internal defibrillators, and 
ii) it was agreed the current website domain is fit for purpose and there was no need to change it, iii)  the Clerk should write in support of the virtual councillor attendance consultation, and iv)it was agreed to discuss arrangements for VE day celebrations at the next meeting, potentially including lighting the beacon, purchasing a flag and refreshments and arranging for a reading
89/24
To RECORD THANKS TO ALL INVOLVED IN THE POPPY DISPLAY – Resolved – The Clerk would write a message of thanks to be posted on the website and displayed on the notice board for all those involved in the poppy display. 
90/24
TO REQUEST ROAD CLEANING FROM EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE COUNCIL – Resolved – The Clerk would request the road cleaning schedule from East Riding of Yorkshire Council.
91/24
TO REVIEW TWO EXAMPLE RISK ASSESSMENTS – Resolved –  i) The generator risk assessments would be adopted ii) risk assessments for allotment equipment would be considered in the summer if they equipment had not been transferred to individual tenants.  
92/24
TO AGREE THE BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2025/26 – Resolved – The draft budget and precept for 2025/26 should be approved,  and residents advised that the precept had been frozen at the same amount as last year.  
93/24
TO APPROVE THE SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – Resolved – To approve the schedule of accounts for payment, noting there were  currently two Clerks on the payroll during the handover transition. 

94 /24 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING - Resolved – i) that the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council would be 7pm on the 22 January and ii) that the agenda should include VE Day celebrations, an allotment update and a risk assessment update.  
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