LAXTON PARISH COUNCIL
7pm, 22 May 2024
PRESENT:  Councillors Goulden (Chair), Collins, S Yarrow, M Yarrow and Watson.
Ward Councillor Aitken was also in attendance.  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Sweeting, Councillor Huntley and Ward Councillor Bayram.
Clerk:  Alan Bravey
There was one members of the public present.  

29/24
PERIOD OF ABSENCE – Resolved - To grant a period of absence for Councillor Sweeting until December 2024.

30/24
ELECTION OF CHAIR – Resolved – That Councillor Goulden should be re-appointed Chair of the Parish Council until the Annual Meeting in May 2025.

31/24
ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR – Resolved – That due to Councillor Sweeting’s temporary period of absence, a Deputy Chair would not be appointed this year.      
32/24 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS – Councillor Watson noted a pecuniary interest in matters connected with the Village Hall Committee.    
33/24
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 20 March 2024 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
34/23
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- A member of the public attended to ask about progress with the Speed watch scheme.  The Clerk agreed to contact Humberside Police again.   

35/23
APPOINTMENT TO THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – Resolved –That Councillors Huntley, Yarrow and Watson should be appointed to the Personnel Committee. 

36/23
APPOINTMENT TO SALTMARSHE AND LAXTON CHARITY – Resolved - That Councillor Yarrow should be appointed to the Saltmarshe and Laxton Charity.

37/23
APPOINTMENT TO LAXTON VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE - Resolved – That Councillor M Yarrow should be appointed to represent the Parish Council on the Village Hall Committee.

38/23
APPOINTMENT TO THE LAXTON ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE – Resolved – That Councillor Collins would be appointed to represent the Parish Council on the Allotments Committee. 

39/23
FUTURE MEETING DATES - Resolved – That the Parish Council would meet on the following dates at 7:00pm:  24 July 2024, 25 September 2024, 27 November 2024, 22 January 2025, 26 March 2025 and 28 May 2025.
40/24 ACTION LOG UPDATE – It was noted that there were schemes to improve mobile phone coverage in the area, but those were in areas with no exiting coverage.  There were limited options to lobby for increased coverage in Laxton area.
41/24 WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE – Councillor Aitken advised that there were proposals for three new SEND schools in the East Riding of Yorkshire.  Strategic conversations were being held to reduce the amount of travelling required to provide SEND education.   Cllr Aitken continued to attend the Humber 2100+ flooding meetings. 
42/24 PARISH COUNCILLOR UPDATE ​– The meeting reviewed an article in the ERNLLCA newsletter advising on the employment status of contractors.  It was noted that the Clerk was a paid employee, and that the Parish Council had a duty to provide a pension scheme, holiday entitlement and other statutory employment rights.  The Parish Council gardener was considered to be a contractor not an employee because i) the Parish Council did not provide clear instructions and supervision of their work ii) the gardener was expected to provide their own tools and equipment and iii) the Council did not require a named person attend to carry out the work, as long as a gardener attended.  It was agreed that i) the Clerk would review the holiday allowance for the Parish Clerk ii) that the Clerk would review the policy of providing equipment to allotment holders and iii) the article should be noted by the Personnel Committee and retained for future consideration.    
43/24
CORRESPONDENCE – Resolved – i) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:
i. ERYC, Scope of Village Task Force 

ii. ERYC, Framed portrait of His Majesty The King.  

iii. ERYC, Planning Approval, Internal, Saltmarshe Hall 

iv. ERYC, Newsletter 

v. Humberside Police, Next Steps on Community Speed watch
vi. ERYC, Role of Community Payback Projects, and Antisocial behaviour update

vii. ERYC, Dismissal of appeal by Planning Inspectorate, Land North of 2 Back Street

viii. ERYC, Opportunity to apply for D-Day Grant

ix. ERYC, Temporary Road Closure, Back Street 21 August 2024 to Monday 28th October 2024

x. ERNLLCA, Model Financial Regulations 2024

xi. ERNLLCA, May Newsletter

xii. ERYC, Planning Town and Parish Council Liaison Officer Meetings 

xiii. ERYC, Digital Inclusion Webinar Invite
xiv. To note the resignation of the Clerk
44/24
D-DAy Commemorations - LAXTON VICTORY HALL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – Arrangements for D-Day had been finalised by the separate planning group, and would involve lighting the of beacon, preceded by a reading and light refreshments.  The parish “Tommy’s” would be installed at the Beacon along with a D-Day Flag.


Resolved – To apply for the D-Day Grant from ERYC. 

45/24
APPOINTMENT OF NEW CONTRACTER TO MAINTAIN LAXTON JUBILEE GARDENS – A Bradburn had been appointed as the new contractor for maintaining the gardens following the retirement of G. Hall. Mr Bradburn also maintained the Church gardens.  
46/24
VILLAGE PLANTERS – The planters were too tall to be placed in front of the Laxton village name plates as originally planned, and so alternative locations were required.  
Resolved – i) That one planter would be placed near to the Church bench, and the location of the other would be agreed by Councillor Goulden and Huntley following a site visit of potential locations ii) the Clerk would arrange for compost and top soil to be delivered.
47/24
VILLAGE FLAG POLE – Resolved – i) that the Parish Council supported purchasing a flag pole if the right location could be found ii) Councillor M Yarrow was to look at potential options.

48/24
LAXTON PC EMAIL ADDRESS – The parish council had access to 10 @laxtonpc.org.uk email addresses, but it was noted that they were not easy to use for people not using outlook as a mail client.  It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate further.   
49/24
EXTERNAL AUDIT – Resolved – To submit an exemption from an External Audit.  
50/24 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – Resolved – i) that it be noted that the following accounts had been paid by bank transfer:  
a) Gordon Ellis and Co, Village Planters - £647.14

b) ER Supplies, Paper - £22.24

c) ERYC,
Saltbin Filling -
£58.80

d) Websters, Service Strimmer - £21.96

e) PWLB, Loan Payment- £1570.72

f) Ouse and H Drainage Board, Allotment Drainage Rates - £4.45

g) Andrew Bradburn, Gardening
- £50

h) ERNLLCA, Annual Subs - £320.12

and ii) that the following accounts be approved for payment:

a) HMRC, PAYE - 91.20

b) Clerk, Salary May and June - 137.20
51/24 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING - Resolved – that the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council would be 7pm on the 24 July.
SIGNED:







DATE:
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