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February Newsletter 2023

East Riding & Northern Lincolnshire
Local Councils Association

A'lh‘ ERNLLCA
-

Conference and training events in 2023/24

ERNLLCA are pleased to announce our forthcoming training plan for the year, alongside the return of
the ERNLLCA conference on 15th September 2023 (save the date!).

Based on feedback we have developed a training plan for the year to help councils plan ahead. We
have worked to extend our range and depth of training, whilst incorporating networking events
designed to encourage working together and best practice.



ERNLLCA are continuing to arrange for specialised training events and appreciate the continued
support from councils. You can find all upcoming training on our website Events Calendar —
ERNLLCA!

Clicking on the links on the Events Calendar page will take you to the specific booking pages.
Where possible we have tried to keep the prices at current costs for training courses for next year.

Please take a look at our post for further details of our upcoming conference ERNLLCA Conference &
AGM — ERNLLCAZ. The conference promises to be both informative and fun. The Conference will be

followed by our AGM.
@ ERNLLCA'
East Riding & Northern Lincolnshive!
Lecal Councils Assaciation

7RAMNING

Section 137 limit for 2023/24

The Government has confirmed the appropriate sum for section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government
Act 1972 for 2023/24 is £9.93.

The amount is a result of increasing the 2022/23 figure of £8.82 by the percentage increase in the
retail index between September 2021 and September 2022 under Schedule 12B to the 1972 Act.

Legal updates from NALC

National Association
of Local Councils

|nalc

lhttps://ernllca.info/events-calendar/
Zhttps://ernllca.info/2023/01/19/ernllca-conference-agm/




Updated guidance on the pre-election period

The Local Government Association has updated its guidance on publicity during the pre-election
period for the local elections on 4 May. The updated NALC briefing LO1-23 contains a link to the
guidance and can be found in the member’s area of the NALC website? in the briefings section
under council business, law and procedure.

Updated legal guidance

NALC have updated Legal Topic Note (LTN) 39 on copyright. The substantive changes, in addition to a
general refresh and modernising of the text, are a new paragraph 8 and changes to paragraph 9 to
advise on copyright infringement and using copyrighted materials. You can find the LTN in the
member’s area’ of the NALC website (login required).

Annual council meetings dates - uncontested elections

Further to annual meeting day guidance in December 2022, NALC legal have been asked about what
the earliest date a council annual meeting can be held where there is no contested election. Their
view is that where there is no contested election, so it is known whom to summons, the summons
can be served in sufficient time with the requisite three clear days’ notice so that the annual council
meeting could be held on Tuesday 9 May. That is the day councillors will take office because of the
Coronation bank holiday on Monday 8 May. Councils have to know who they need to summons so
notice cannot be given before results are known where there are contested elections.

Eligibility to exercise the general power of competence — clerks on maternity leave
General Power of Competency (GPC) guidance in Legal Topic Note 31 confirms that the law requires
a council to have qualified clerk to meet the conditions for GPC eligibility. Having a qualified deputy
clerk is not sufficient if the clerk is not qualified. NALC Legal have been asked if a qualified clerk on
maternity leave is still counted as a qualified clerk. Their answer was yes.

The exclusion of the press and public from meetings

NALC Legal's general view is that meeting proceedings should be held in public and confidential
sessions of meetings should be reserved for genuinely confidential discussions, such as HR matters
or commercially sensitive issues. The fact that something might be simpler for a council is not a
sufficient reason.

Changes to VAT on sports fees and procurement thresholds

The Parkinson Partnership provides specialist advice on VAT and other financial matters to local
councils. The Parkinson Partnership recently sent out an update about two changes to VAT.

1. HMRC has conceded that charges for local authority sports facilities are a non-business
activity and outside the scope of VAT. Affected councils may be able to reclaim additional
VAT relating to the last 4 years.

3https://nalc.us12.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31leade2f9a500278&id=0e0a268e19&e=d65ee35231
4https://nalc.us12.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a500278&id=26f7095ffa&e=d65ee35231




2. The Government increased the £25,000 threshold for Contracts Finder to £30,000 from 21
December 2022. This puts things back to the position where it is effectively contracts over
£25,000 plus VAT (rather than £25,000 including VAT) that are advertised.

To date NALC has not updated the model template Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. If the
documents are reviewed by NALC, we will of course let member councils know.

Civility and Respect Project

NALC, county associations, the Society of Local Clerks, and One Voice Wales, who oversee the Civility
and Respect Project®, met on 14 February 2023. They received an update on the various project
streams and discussed how to continue to support the work over the next year. Notably, 25 MPs
have signed the Early Day Motion®, and nearly 1,000 local councils have signed the pledge’.

Royal Garden Party

1- Alan Barker, previous Executive Officer attending the Royal Garden Party

NALC has now submitted the names of people from the local council sector nominated by county
associations to attend this year’s Royal Garden Parties on 3 May 2023 and 9 May 2023. This year, the
themes the palace wishes to promote are youth (young adults), community, diversity and
sustainability.

Shttps://nalc.us12.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a500278&id=c3686ala23&e=d65ee35231
bhttps://nalc.us12.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a500278&id=3184651d43&e=d65ee35231
"https://nalc.us12.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=1533fcefOb&e=d65ee35231




Earlier in the year we asked people to put forward nominations in the ERNLLCA region to attend the
Royal Garden Party. From the list a name was randomly selected. Louise Price the Chair of
Broughton Town Council was selected.

An illegal burial in a closed churchyard

In the ERNLLCA office we recently spotted the story below about a closed churchyard in Yorkshire
which we thought might be of interest to member councils.

“Yorkshire amateur archaeologists landed with £3,000 bill for 'illegal' burial of 700-year-old
bones”®

Voter ID in the May local elections

From 4 May 2023, voters in England will need to show a photo ID to vote at polling stations in some
elections. This will apply to local elections, Police and Crime Commissioner elections, UK
parliamentary by-elections and recall petitions. From October 2023, it will also apply to UK general
elections.

The Electoral Commission’s public awareness campaign on photographic voter identification for®
the May 2023 elections is now up and running. Alongside a mass advertising campaign across mixed
media, the Electoral Commission has produced voter ID resource packs®’. Councils can access the
Electoral Commission’s broader Your Vote Week campaign resources for educators'! and sign up for
the Your Vote Week campaign'? to receive general resources.

Emergency planning Event

8https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/heritage-and-retro/heritage/yorkshire-amateur-archaeologists-landed-
with-ps3000-bill-for-illegal-burial-of-700-year-old-bones-4028587

Shttps://nalc.us12.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=043a674d1c&e=d65ee35231
Ohttps://nalc.us12.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=392cbb240b&e=d65ee35231
Uhttps://nalc.us12.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a500278&id=0756862264&e=d65ee35231
Rhttps://nalc.us12.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=9cdd4871a7&e=d65ee35231




NALC are offering a new online event dealing with emergency planning, which takes place on the
29th of March 2023.

COVID 19 has highlighted that unexpected events can and do happen, with the really potential to
change how our communities live and work.

Parish and Town councils are the first post of call for many communities, therefore the councils must
be prepared for a range of potential emergencies. From weather or climate related events to other
public health crises.

NALC launches new event on emergency planning - News®3

Martin Buttle, Better Work Lead at CCLA: Tackling modern slavery

2 - https://www.ccla.co.uk/videos/find-it-fix-it-prevent-it

Despite the fact that slavery is illegal, it is estimated that today 50 million people find themselves in
some form of modern slavery or human trafficking. To put this in context, there are more people in
slavery today than at any time in human history, including when slavery was legal.

Modern slavery is an umbrella term encompassing slavery, servitude, human trafficking and forced
or compulsory labour. The International Labour Organization details 11 indicators including debt
bondage, restriction of movement, intimidation and violence that help to, particularly when several
of these indicators are present, identify that a person is a victim of forced labour. Whilst the true
extent of this crime is hidden from view, its impacts are far reaching, particularly in the business and
investment community. In the UK, for instance, we import goods worth an estimated US$18 billion
each year that, in all probability, used slave labour in their production.

To put this in context, there are more people in slavery today than at any time in human history,
including when slavery was legal.

Social issues have traditionally been undervalued by responsible investors, given the difficulty of
measuring their short-term financial impact. As investors, we have a key role to play in tackling
modern slavery, and for this reason we have united a coalition to support our investor-led, multi-
stakeholder project ‘Find it, Fix it, Prevent it’. Developed by CCLA and supported by a partnership of
investor bodies, academics and non-governmental organisations, it is designed to harness the power

Bhttps://www.nalc.gov.uk/news/entry/2336-nalc-launches-new-event-on-emergency-planning




of the investment community. The overarching aim is to make the corporate response to modern
slavery more effective.

Hear from Martin Buttle, Better Work Lead at CCLA, on how CCLA is pushing for action to end
modern slavery.?*

CCLA started in 1958.%° Her Majesty The Queen gave Royal Assent to establish investment funds for
parishes, dioceses and cathedrals. In 1961, similar funds were established for local authorities;
enabling the wider non-profit sector to benefit.

Training and Events Programme

February 2023

Date Time Course Overview Provider
28t | 10- VAT unregistered Claiming VAT using form VAT126, Parkinson
11.30am | councils essential for large building projects Partnership
28t | 10-11am | ERNLLCA Chat - Free - Network with colleagues ERNLLCA
Clerk
28" | 2-3pm ERNLLCA Chat - Free - Network with colleagues ERNLLCA
Chairman
281" | 6.30- Social Media for Covering essential ways to engage with | Breakthrough
8.30pm Councillors your residents via social media

Bhttps://www.ccla.co.uk/videos/find-it-fix-it-prevent-it
Bhttps://www.ccla.co.uk/investments/investor/local-authorities
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| axtonpc@btinternet. com

Fr om: Village Task Force <villagetaskforce@east
Sent : 02 March 2023 16:59

Subject: Village Wal kabout 2023

Attachment s: Wal kabout Dates 2023 - Parishes.pdf
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