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1.2

13

1.4

INTRODUCTION

This Visual Setting Study has been carried out by Golby + Luck L  andscape Architects
following instruction by Saltmarshe Hall to review land at Saltmarshe Hall, Sa [tmarshe, East
Riding of Yorkshire (the Site); see GL1659 05.

Golby + Luck were engaged in November 2021 to inform the location o f a new car park
at Saltmarshe Hall, considering the landscape and visual setting of the Hall and potential
intervisibility of the Hall and car park. This informed the location of a 30 space car park, an
application for which was submitted to and approved by East Riding of Yorkshire Council
on 13% April 2022 (the approved scheme) (ref: 22/00344/PLF). A Landscape Masterplan

was prepared for the approved scheme that provided a framework of new tree planting

measures that reflected the existing parkland setting of the Hall and that will filter views of
vehicles within the car park when in use, see Appendix A. This study has been prepared in
relation to the proposed extension of the approved scheme to provide an additional 3 0

parking spaces on the Site.

The following report is not an assessment, but study guided by techniques and gu idelines
set out in the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment - Th ird Edition (2013),
published by the Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management a nd

Assessment (GLVIA), and Technical Guidance Note TGN 02/21 Assessing Landsca pe Value

Outside National Designations, published by the Landscape Institute.

In the production of this report reference has been made to the following documents an d
information:
f Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government - National Plan ning Policy

Framework - 2021 (the NPPF);

f Natural England - National Character Area Profile 39 2 Humberhead Levels (the
NCA) (2014);

f East Riding of Yorkshire Landscape Character Assessment (20  18);
f Historic England National Heritage List;
f DEFRA Magic environmental data base; and

f Ordnance Survey Mapping - Promap.

REF: GLB59 2 DATE: DECEMBER 2022



Land at Saltmarshe Hall, Saltmarshe  2Visual Setting Study

Client: Saltmarshe Hall

2

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

SITE CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION

The Site is located to the immediate north of the River Ouse and west of Saltmarshe. It

extends to approximately 0.13ha in area.

The boundaries of the Site are undefined. To the north, the Site adjoins the appro ved
scheme and Main Street. Tot he east and west the Site adjoins a wider area of grassland
that extends along the south of Main Street, beyond which lies a linear woo dland and the
river. Around the Site is a scattered pattern of mature parkland trees including mostly oak,
with occasional birch, sycamore and chestnut. The adjacent woodland has a simila r stock
of large broadleaved species, with an understory densely populated by holly and yew.

The evergreen nature of these species restricts visibility of the Site from the so uth and west.

7KH 6LWH -ldndsdagexé&iting is defined by the surrounding parkland of Saltmarshe

Park. This extends north to Close Plantation, east to Saltmarshe village, south to the River
Ouse and west to Stickhill Plantation and Saltmarshe Hall in the southwest. T he Hall is
located approximately 250m west of the Site. Saltmarshe Hall is a large country house
constructed in the 1820s and now used as a hotel. Within its surrounding parkland, there is

a distinct pattern of scatte red parkland trees across a series of fields with a agricultural

land-use of arable crop production. Around the Hall itself there are mana ged gardens
that reflect its original pleasure grounds. These include a walled garden to the north, treed
area to the south and large lawn that extends from the east elevation of the Hal I, along
West Lane, terminating at the woodland between the Site and Hall. There are a seri es of
ancillary buildings and a courtyard to the immediate west of the Hall . The Site is in effect a
peripheral area of grassland within the parkland that is neither part of the underly ing land-
use of productive farmland, nor part of the immediate, managed grounds of the Hall . The
approved scheme will introduce a car park to this area, between the Site and Main Street.
The wider landscape setting beyond Saltmarshe Park is a broad, intensively farmed arable
landscape with sparse vegetation cover. Field pattern is regular and medium to | arge in

scale. Field boundaries are predominantly open or defined by drainage ditches, with

hedgerow cover relatively sparse. The landscape is expansive, low-lying and open. Th is is
in contrast to the treed setting of parkland that extends around the Site and Hall, bei ng
more visually contained and intimate in its character. Sandhall is located approximately

1.9km to the northwest and is a similar riverside estate with agricultural parkland.

In terms of settlement, Saltmarshe is a very small linear settlement located on the b anks of
the River Ouse on Main Street. Much of the street is set below a flood embank ment that
provides protection from high water level on the adjacent tidal river. The Site is contained

from the settlement with intervening vegetation restricting visibility between the two.

REF: GLB59 3 DATE: DECEMBER 2022
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2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

In terms of landform, the Site forms part of the broad low-lying levels that extend around
the Humber Estuary. The majority of the landscape extends between 0-5m, with some

areas set below high water level.

In terms of land-use, the immediate grounds to the Hall are in formal management and
reflect the original pleasure grounds. Across the wider parkland, the land is sti Il actively
managed for farming with arable use evident. The wider setting of farmland beyond is

subject to intensive agricultural management, with large open arable fields.

In terms of vegetation cover, there is a linear woodland to the south of the Site that extends

along the Ouse to the west, becoming more broken as it approaches the immedi ate
grounds of the Hal |. The wider setting of parkland displays a distinctive pattern of scattered
parkland trees, with linear plantations at its north and west edge, containing it from the

more intensively farmed, and sparsely vegetated, arable landscape beyond.

In terms of watercourses, the River Ouse is located to the south of the Site, flowing ea st
towards Humber Estuary and coast. There are regular field drains and infrequen t small

drainage ponds in the wider farmland landscape beyond the Site and its parkland setting.

In terms of recreation, the north of the Site is adjoined by the Trans Pennine Trai | that follows
Main Street before continuing along the River Ouse to the Humber Estuary. To the so uth of
the Site a public footpath run parallel to the riverside, travelling along the south of the Hall

grounds towards Saltmarshe.

In terms of designations, Saltmarshe Hall is designated as a Grade II* listed buildin g. The
Humber Estuary is designated as a Ramsar Site, SSSI, Special Area of Conservation and

Special Protection Area, located approximately 50m to the south of the Site. There are a
series of local wildlife sites in the wider setting of farmland, often associated with

waterbodies , including Saltmarshe Delph, approximately 1km northwest of the Site.

REF: GLB59 4 DATE: DECEMBER 2022
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3 LANDSCAPE & VISUAL SETTING

Landscape Character

3.1 At a national level the Site is located within National Character Area 39: H umberhead

Levels. The key characteristics of the Humberhead Levels are described as:

x A low-lying, predominantly flat landscape, with large, regular and
geometric arable fields without hedges but divided by ditches and dykes,
many of which form important habitats and key corridors for species

movement.

X Much of the land is at or below mean high-water mark and maintained by
drainage, with fertile soils giving rise to one of the most productive areas

for root crops and cereals.

X Variations in underlying deposits create differences within the overall flat
farmed landscape, including lowland raised mires and lowland heathland,

many of which are of international ecological and historical importance.

X Sandy deposits give rise to lowland heath, which in places supports

remnant birch and oak woodlands, with some conifer plantations.

X Heavier soils around Fishlake and Sykehouse result in a smaller scale
pastoral landscape, with small, thickly hedged fields, ditches and ponds,

and a network of small lanes.

X Important historic landscapes include the Isle of Axholme, with evidence
of mediaeval open fields, the warps (land enriched by regular silting) near

Goole and cables (long thin strip fields) around Thorne.

X Widespread evidence of drainage history, in particular the extensive
drainage from the 17th century, revealed through canalised rivers, dykes,

old river courses, canals, bridges and pumping stations.

X Views to distant horizons are often long and unbroken, with big expansive
skies, and vertical elements like water towers, power stations and wind

turbines are very prominent.

x Floodplains, washlands and traditionally grazed alluvial flood meadows ( or

ings) associated with the major rivers and canals that cross the Levels give

REF: GLB59 5 DATE: DECEMBER 2022



Land at Saltmarshe Hall, Saltmarshe  2Visual Setting Study

Client: Saltmarshe Hall

rise to important wetland habitats, supporting large numbers of wetland

birds and wildfowl, especially over winter.

X The waterlogged soils hold internationally important archaeological and

palaeo-archaeological deposits.

x Despite settlements, motorways and main roads, there is still a sense of
remoteness to be experienced on the Levels, in particular on Thorne and

Hatfield Moors and along the Lower Derwent Valley. U

3.2 The NCA covers a large geographical area. A number of the characteristics described
are not represented in the local setting of the Site which comprises a contained area of
parkland. The NCA correctly describes the ZLGHU ODQGVFDSH EH\R&Kkhand/ KH 6LWt

setting.
3.3 At a local level the East Riding of Yorkshire Landscape Character Assessment (2018) (the
ER_CA) identifies the Site as being within the River Corridors landscape character type . The

key characteristics are identified as:

X ‘Low lying flat floodplain of the river valleys on the western edge of the

East Riding.

x Combination of grassland pasture and meadow that are subject to

seasonal flooding.

X Man-made embankments formed as a result of dredging in the 20th

century.

X Riparian woodland and trees in the corridor.

X Areas of species rich alluvial flood meadow habitat.

X Organic arrangement of medium and large sized fields combined with

more regular boundaries of enclosed fields.

X Cultural and historic associations include churches and river crossi ng

points.

X Several moated sites within the corridor.

X Wind farms are a particular feature on the Ouse south and east of Goole,
north-west of little Airmyn and some examples of single turbine

development scattered across the LCT.

REF: GLB59 6 DATE: DECEMBER 2022
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X Intimate isolated corridor landscape that is a marked contrast from

surrounding intensively farmed land.

x Villages, hamlets and farmsteads line the river corridor just above the

floodplain.

X The network of bridges across the river provides a vantage point relative
to the low lying land and the canalised nature of the river offers long range

views along the watercourse.

X Limited settlement within the lower lying central part of the LCT with
occasional traditional villages visible along both the lower slopes to the
east and west. Larger settlement, such as at Brigg is visible on land that

rises from the floodplain.

x Farmsteads are dispersed, particularly in the north, with typically older brick

far

3.4 More specifically, the ERLCA identifies the Site as being within landscape ch aracter area
4C: River Ouse Corridor Saltmarshe Dyke to Trent Reach (the LCA) . When describing the
LCA, the ERLCA states:

‘In the meander of the River Ouse, south of Goole on the west and north
banks of the river are two areas of parkland; Sandhall and Saltmarsh Hall
and Park. These areas are particularly distinctive being well treed overall,
including parkland trees scattered in fields. Further remnant parkland can

be seen at Yokefleet. Yokefleet has several estate cottages and there are

the remains of a 14th century church at Laxton. V]
3.5 The assessment accurately identifies the parkland character of the landscape around
Saltmarshe Hall and its contrast with the wider areas of farmland beyond its local setting.
The plantations around the fringe of the parkland define its extent and provide a di stinctive
landscape setting to Main Street and the Trans Pennine Trail as they approach the Hall .In
turn, they contain the parkland from the wider and more open setting of arable farmland

beyond.

3.6 The ERLCA identifies the River Corridors LCT as being of medium landscape val ue. This is
likely to increase from medium to high in the localised setting of the Site, gi ven the extent
of surviving parkland, cultural associations of the Hall and its n ationally important

designation and adjoining internationally important ecological designations

REF: GLB59 7 DATE: DECEMBER 2022
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3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

The assessment considers susceptibility to varying types of development and makes a

judgement on sensitivity. In relation to recreational development, the ERLCA states:

‘The River Derwent and associated PRoW acts as a major recreational
route, along with the Transpennine Trail. Sensitive development of this
nature, appropriate to the small scale of the LCT, would have limited effect

on the integrity of the landscape character. V]

It concludes that the LCA is of medium sensitivity to recreational development. This i S

reflectedin WKH /RFDO $XWKRULW\-V GHFLVLRQ WRIRBRUDW KH SEDISQURLYHIC
scheme. The approved scheme has introduced a car parking use into the parklan d, but

in a carefully considered location that is not clearly visible from the Ha Il and set within a

framework of new planting at the edge of the parkland. New planting will, over time,

reinforce the parkland character and filter views towards the approved scheme when itis
in use.

In summary, the national and local landscape character assessments correc tly identify the
wider setting of the landscape beyond Saltmarshe Park. The ERLCA confirms the LCA i s of
medium value and medium sensitivity to recreational development. The more localise d
setting of the Site is of higher value, but its susceptibility to the proposed change is, through
the approved scheme, in effect reduced. There is an established use of car parking in i ts

immediate setting that provides an increased capacity to accommodate a suitably sited
extension, subject to this being appropriately integrated within the fringe of the parkland ,

as has been done in the approved scheme and accompanying landscape strategy

Visual Setting

This report sets out a series of representative views taken from the public highway and
public rights of way in the local vicinity of the Site; see GL1659 02 to 04. Site work was
completed in November 2021 with partial to full leaf cover. Professional judgement has
been used to inform the potential worst case scenario that will develop during win ter

months and periods of limited to no leaf cover.

View 1 is taken from the entrance car park at the north elevation of the Hall on West Lane .
The view illustrates the immediate landscape setting of the Hall. The view tak es in the
existing pleasure grounds and mature tree cover that extend along the driveway and

around the east elevation of the Hall. There is a narrow field of view towards the Site and
approved scheme, with parkland trees and woodland preventing visibility of the
approved scheme or its proposed extension. Visibility is unlikely to increase i n winter months

given the evergreen species that form part of the understorey in the woodland. In the

REF: GLB59 8 DATE: DECEMBER 2022
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wider field of view to the north, there is a more open appreciation of the parkland setting

that extends north along Main Street.

3.12  View 2 is taken from Main Street looking south. The view provides an open ap preciation of
the parkland setting that extends around the lane and Hall. Views towards the Hall are not
obtainable, though filtered views may develop in winter months during periods of n o leaf
cover. The Site is open in view, set against the treed backdrop of the woodland to the

south. The view demonstrates how the approved scheme will be visible, but set against
mature woodland and amongst existing trees, minimising its prominence. Much of the
proposed extension is located behind the approved scheme and will be limited in view ,

particularly once approved tree planting matures

3.13  View 3is taken from the junction of Main Street and West Lane at the entrance to the Hall.
From this location, the Hall and Site can be viewed in conjunction. Th ere is an appreciation
of the distance and intervening vegetation cover between the Hall and Site. The existin g
woodland and parkland trees are openly visible, along with estate railings . The view again
demonstrates how the approved scheme will be visible, but much of the proposed
extension set behind this, limiting the scale of change where the Hall and Site can be

viewed in conjunction.

3.14  View 4 is taken from Main Street looking west. The Site is visible to the south of the lane ,
contained amongst tree cover and the existing woodland. Grassland and ruderal
vegetation is visible across the Site. In the wider field of view, there is a more open
appreciation of the broader parkland and its underlying farmland. Views of the Hall are
prevented by intervening vegetation. The approved scheme is visible and the Site extends

south of this towards the woodland.

REF: GLB59 9 DATE: DECEMBER 2022
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4 LANDSCAPE FRAMEWORK

4.1 The development proposal is a detailed planning application for the extension of the
approved car park, including an additional 30 parking spaces and associa ted
landscaping. A Landscape Masterplan has been prepared that illustrates the
development layout and accompanying landscape proposals, see GL1659 05. The car

park will be a hoggin surface with an estate railing fence around its perimeter.

4.2 The scheme secures the following landscape mitigation measures:

f The retention of planting measures that follow the landscape strategy established
in the approved scheme, using a pattern of tree planting that reflects the

character of the existing parkland;

f The setting out of the car park extension to the south and southwest of the

approved scheme, ensuring it is partly contained in views from the north ;

f The retention of all existing trees, with no works proposed within root protection

areas or beneath tree canopies to safeguard their condition; and

f The use of materials and boundary treatment typically associated with heritage

schemes of a similar nature and present in the existing parkland setting.

4.3 In terms of landscape character, the prevailing character of Saltmarshe Park will not be
materially changed and the proposed extension of the car park will be experienced i n the

context of the existing approved scheme. The proposed scheme will continue the

established landscape strategy and introduce further parkland planting to assimilate the
car park into its immediate setting of woodland and mature tree cover. Th is will reinforce
the existing pattern of vegetation cover within the parkland , addressing visual impact and

diversifying the age range of existing tree stock, increasing the future resilience and
diversity of trees within part of the park. The dominant agricultural land-use present across
WKH ZLGHU SDUN ZLOO QRW FKDQJH QRBHQWRWWHKHYBD®DE PP®:

grounds.
4.4 In terms of visual setting, the proposed extension will again be experienced in the context
of the approved scheme. The car park will not be full at all times. The p roposed hoggin

surfacing is widely used in heritage settings and will not detract from the visual
appreciation of the parkland, particularly once set within a framework of tree cover. The
extent of change occurring in views will not be dominant and will affect only a small part
of the overall parkland and be located at its southern edge. There will b e limited change

to views across parkland towards the Hall. In views from the north (view locati ons 2 and 3) ,

REF: GLB59 10 DATE: DECEMBER 2022
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approximately half of the car park extension will be set behind the approved scheme
restricting the amount of vehicles likely to be visible . In views from the east (view 4) the car
park extension will be contained between the approved scheme and woodland. There

will be no change to the appearance of the parkland and its productive farmland that
extends north from Main Street. As with the approved scheme, the proposed extension is

again unlikely to be visible from the immediate grounds of Saltmarshe Hall. In the long-
term, as new planting matures, the car park will become a relatively recessive element in
views. New characteristic planting will strengthen the appreciation of being within a

parkland landscape.

4.5 In summary, the approved scheme demonstrates capacity for the proposed change
within the parkland setting of Saltmarshe Hall. The development proposal wil | increase the
level of mitigation planting associated with the approved scheme to reflect the inc rease
in scale. The level of change will be greater than that considered in the approved sch eme,

but through the wider application of the approved landscape strategy will effectively
integrate and settle into the appearance of the parkland under the same principl es the

Local Authority has approved. The parking facilities be unlikely to be visible from the H all.

REF: GLB59 11 DATE: DECEMBER 2022
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