
LAXTON PARISH COUNCIL
24 February 2015

PRESENT:  Councillors Collins (in the Chair), S Yarrow, Moore, M Yarrow, Sweeting, Bray and Newton.
Ward Councillors present:  Councillor Aitken.
The Parish Council met at Victory Hall, Laxton.

23/15
MINUTES – Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th January 2015 should be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
24/15
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS – There were no declarations.
25/15
CLERK’S UPDATE – The Clerk reported that conversations were ongoing with East Riding of Yorkshire Council to establish the owner of the Oak Tree at the back of the Church.  The letter regarding dog fouling had been prepared and Councillors support was requested in posting to all residents in Laxton.  East Riding of Yorkshire Council had not yet replied to correspondence on the issue of cars leaving the road at Cotness Corner.  Councillor Bray reported that a further three cars had hit protective bales of straw placed at the corner.  The Clerk had sought a progress report from East Riding of Yorkshire Council on the status of the inspection pits.  East Riding of Yorkshire Council had agreed to paint the bench on Jubilee Avenue when the teams were next working in the area.
26/15
WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE - Councillor Aitken reported that the Safeguarding Review was due to go before Full Council on the 25 February 2015, with recommendations due to be implemented over the next few months.   Councillor Aitken advised that she was due to meet the Environment Agency on the 20 March 2015 with David Davies, the Internal Drainage Board, Yokefleet Estate and Blacktoft Parish Council.  The purpose of the meeting was to receive an update on how flood defence funding would be used to improve defences in this area.  The Council discussed the potential benefits of dredging, which Councillor Aitken said she would raise at the meeting.  It was agreed that Councillor Moore would also attend the meeting. 
27/15
Public participation – There were no members of the public present.
28/15
CORRESPONDENCE - Resolved – (a) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:
i. HWRCC requesting that  the Parish Council promotes the YORSwitch Bulk Oil Purchasing Scheme
ii. Minutes of the Community Partnership Meeting, 10 December 2014
iii. Humberside Police - Newsletter Summarising Police Issues in the area

iv. Offer of short meeting from ERYC Dog Warden on dog fouling scheme

v. Notice of Decision for Land West of Village Hall, Laxton

vi. ERYC invite to workshop on applying for lottery funding

(b) that with regard to item i above, the Clerk should post details of the YORSwitch Scheme in noticeboards, and (c) with regard to item iv above, the Clerk should invite the Dog Warden to a future meeting.

29/15
PLANNING APPLICATIONS – Resolved – to advise East Riding of Yorkshire Council that (a) the Parish Council recommended the approval of the planning application for the erection of pump house, installation of mechanical pumps for land drainage and construction of access road (Revised scheme of application Ref: 11/05081/STPLF), Applicant: Ouse and Humber Drainage Board, Location:  Land South of Hall Farm, Cotness Lane, (b) the Parish Council had no objections to the planning application for erection of agricultural building for storage of machinery and hay, Land North of South View, Main Street, Saltmarshe.

30/15 
Laxton Parish Council’s emergency plan – The Clerk advised that Mr Kaye was willing to allow the Parish Council to keep an emergency store in one of his farm buildings and a store of sand in one of his yards. 

Resolved – (a) That Council would make an application to the East Riding of Yorkshire Council Local Grant Scheme for the previously agreed emergency resources and for sand, sandbags, storage shed, additional shovel and wind up radios, (b) that the Clerk would write to Mr Kaye to thank him for his support (c) that Community Emergency Plan would be updated following the outcome of the grant application (d) that a community newsletter would be prepared advising residents of the plan (e) that the Clerk would check the Council’s insurance policy for any insurance issues.
31/15
Highways issues – The Council noted that despite two letters being sent, no reply had been received from either PD Port Services or The Scotts regarding road safety concerns raised by the Parish Council.  A number of further near miss incidents with vehicles driving on the wrong site of the road were discussed.  The Council also discussed roads that it felt should be gritted by East Riding of Yorkshire Council and the state of the roads within the Parish.

Resolved – (a) That the Clerk write to Humberside Police regarding road safety concerns at the PD Port Services and The Scotts sites, (b) that East Riding of Yorkshire Council be requested to add New Lane and Fox Lane, Laxton to the salting routes, as well as Broad Lane at Skelton (c) that East Riding of Yorkshire Council be asked to inspect the pot holes and general conditions of the roads in the Parish.
32/15
HIRING A SKIP TO CLEAR BONFIRE SITE – Councillors reported that more garden waste had been added to the bonfire site.  The Clerk reported that the cost of a builders skip was £160.

Resolved – Councillor Bray would burn the waste and arrange for the Clerk to hire a skip so the site could be cleared.  
33/15 PROVISION OF FIRST AID TRAINING – Quotes had been obtained from a number of organisations that would provide basic first aid training to a small group of Councillors and residents.
Resolved – that First Aid Training would be reconsidered following the Elections and an outcome on the defibrillator initiative.

34/15
UPDATE ON COMMUNITY GROUP PROJECT TO PURCHASE DEFIBRILLATOR – Councillor Sweeting reported that the two residents leading on this initiative planned to ask all Laxton residents for a contribution to purchasing a community defibrillator.  They also planned to speak to Yorkshire Ambulance Service for advice on siting the unit.   
Resolved – (a) that the Clerk would write to the two gentleman letting them know of the Parish Councils support for the project and inviting them to the next Parish Council meeting.
35/15
cLEAN UP OF DECORATION AND SIGNS FOLLOWING WEDDINGS AT SALTMARSHE HALL – Councillors Moore and Sweeting reported that occasionally balloons, decorations and signs were left on display in the vicinity of Saltmarshe Hall following weddings at the venue.  The owner was aware of the issue and had taken positive steps to solve the problem, introducing a “fine” policy for guests that did not take decorations down within 24 hours of the wedding.
Resolved – (a) that the Clerk would write to Saltmarshe Hall congratulation them on their recent award, thanking them for taking steps to address the problem and asking for their ongoing vigilance in the matter (b) that advice would be sought from East Riding of Yorkshire Council on the process for applying for a brown tourist amenity sign for the Hall. 
36/15 aLLOTmENT CHARGES AND NEW APPLICATION FOR aLLOTMEnt ​​– Councillors Moore and Yarrow reported back from a recent Allotment Committee meeting, where holders had asked for a reduction in rent to reflect the current limited productivity of the allotments.  The Parish Council meeting also discussed a new application for an allotment and the need to address the drainage in the final two plots.
Resolved – (a) that the annual allotment charge would be set at £20 and would cover the period April 2015 to March 2016 (b) that the Clerk would issues invoices to all allotment holders, (c) that the application for an allotment would be approved and accommodated in the recently surrendered plot (d) that the plot be offered rent free for one year in return for the new applicant clearing the plot (e) that Councillor Collins would arrange for the drainage issue to be resolved as long as the cost was less than £500 (f) that the Clerk would write to Mr Screeton to ask for an update on cutting back his trees.

37/15  STEPS REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH THE TRANSPARENCY CODE –  The new Transparency Code required smaller Parish Councils to publish information on meetings, accounts and other financial information on a website by April 2015.  As a result of this new transparency, there would no longer be a requirement to have an external audit.  There was already an excellent community website for Laxton, but there were concerns that it did meet the accessibility standards required of local authority websites.
Resolved – (a) that a free authoring tool provided by East Riding of Yorkshire Council would be used to produce a stand alone Parish Council website (b) that the web domain www.laxtonpc.org.uk would be purchased for a two year period (c) that Laxton Community Website would provide a hyperlink to the Parish Council site and vice versa.
38/15
Statement of balances and accounts for payment - The current statement of balance was reported as £11,538.40 with approximately £1400 in savings.  There were no accounts for payment.
39/15
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING, Tuesday, 24 March – Resolved – (a) that the Clerk write to the Village Hall to confirm the meeting dates for the next 12 months (b) to add the following agenda item to the next meeting’s agenda:
i. To discuss with the Bricklayers Arms whether the Parish Council could support them in their role as Community Hub
ii. To discuss problems with the surface water drain on St Peter’s Lane

iii. To discuss the state of the tree on the highway very on St Peter’s Lane

iv. To discuss anti-social behaviour issues in Laxton
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