



LAXTON PARISH COUNCIL
28 July 2015

PRESENT:  Councillors Yarrow (in the Chair), Bray, Collins and Moore.
Clerk:  Alan Bravey

Mr Dillon attended for minute 117/15

Mr Phillips attended for minute 120/15.

1 member of the public attended for the Public Participation.

Apologies for absence were submitted by Councillors Sweeting and Newton and by Ward Councillors Aitken and Bayram.

The Parish Council met at Victory Hall, Laxton.

117/15
FIRE HOME SAFETY– Mr Dillon from Humberside Fire and Rescue Service gave a presentation advising Councillors on the range of support and advice available to help make sure people were safe from fires at home.  For vulnerable people over 60 years old this could include a free home visit, free smoke alarm, replacement deep fat fires, sensory alarms and fire retardant blankets.  Other residents would be eligible for a free advice pack.  Although carbon monoxide alarms were not available for free, Mr Dillon recommended that all households consider purchasing one.  
Resolved – (a) that fire safety leaflets would be posted in the noticeboard, displayed in the village hall and distributed with the community newsletter (b) that Councillors would promote home fire safety amongst residents. 
The Chair suspended the meeting at this point to allow a Public Forum, during which a member of the public attended and spoke about the planning application at the Old Smithy, Front Street, Laxton.  The Chair then re-opened the meeting.
118/15
 MINUTES – Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 23rd June 2015 should be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
119/15
 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS – There were no declarations.
120/15
 COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR – Mr Phillps attended and presented the final quotation provided by the Community Heartbeat Trust, which included purchase of the defibrillator and cabinet, five years maintenance, training and subscription to the Village Emergency Telephone System.  If a grant could be obtained from the Sixpenny Wood Farm then two defibrillators could be purchased from the local fund raising achieved.   It was acknowledged that cheaper units could be purchased from Yorkshire Ambulance Service, but considered that the complete package offered by the Trust offered greater value for money.  Councillors felt that following the tremendous community fund raising effort it was important that the defibrillators were installed as soon as possible.  
Resolved – (a) that the Clerk order two defibrillators and cabinets, including training, maintenance and subscription to the VETS service, (b) that the Parish Council agrees to fund the annual subscription to the VETS service, (c) that the Clerk submits an application to Sixpenny Wood when the scheme re-opens (d) that the Parish Council considers suitable publicity of the scheme and achievements of the fund raisers when the defibrillators were in place. 

121/15  CLERK UPDATE– The Clerk reported that the Rural Health Check had been confirmed for the 7th October at 9:30am to 12:30 pm and that the Bricklayers Arms had agreed to host.
122/15 CORRESPONDENCE - Resolved – (a) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:
i. Saltmarshe Hall regarding balloons, signs etc
ii. East Riding Local Access Forum 11th Annual Report

iii. Councillor Aitken, Community Transport Consultation

iv. Humberside Police, Warning of Burglaries

v. Inlogov, Consultation on Hull Boundary Commission Review

vi. Planning Agent for Sand Hall Flood Defence

vii. Invitation to Meeting to discuss dog fouling

viii. Invitation to meeting to discuss Flood Defences 
(b) that a note warning of burglaries would be placed in the newsletter (c) that the Parish Council would look to attend the meeting regarding flood defences when scheduled.

123/15
 PLANNING MATTERS 
a)  To consider applications for planning permission upon which the Parish Council has been consulted – i) Planning Consultation for 15/01737/PLF The Old Smithy Front Street Laxton East Riding Of Yorkshire DN14 7TS – Councillors expressed concern that an existing property with permission for a conversion could be demolished and rebuilt without the proper planning permissions being in place.  Councillors also noted that the drawings submitted with the application did not seem to match the property that had been built. 

Resolved – (a) that the Council strongly objects to the application on the grounds that (1)the new building was taller than the Old Smithy and overly dominated the dwelling to the rear (2) a roof light in the new build overlooked the property to the rear and increased the sense of overlooking and the loss of privacy (3) the new build has no off-street parking and the main road was already very busy (4) approval for a demolition and rebuild could set a precedent for further similar developments in the area which would not be sustainable for the community facilities available in Laxton, (b) that the Council requests the application be considered by the Planning Committee and supported by a site visit.
b)  To note any comments submitted which required a response prior to this meeting – there were no comments to note.
c)  To note decisions of the Planning Authority – Resolved – to note the following decisions i) No objection:  Trimming of Oak Tree, Laxton Allotments.
d)  Enforcement Issues – Stables, Old Vicarage – Resolved – that photographs showing additional windows to those approved on plans on both the North and South elevations should be passed to East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s enforcement team..
124/15  HIGHWAYS UPDATE – The Clerk reported that East Riding of Yorkshire Council would be closing Main Street in Saltmarshe for two days on the 1 September to allow for work to a hydrant.  The poor condition of Sean Lane was discussed.  
Resolved – To report the condition of Sean Lane to East Riding of Yorkshire Council.  
125/15  Community newsletter– Resolved – that an additional item on burglaries should be added to the newsletter and the defibrillator article should be updated and then the document should be sent to the printers.    
126/15  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT - Resolved – that the following accounts for payment should be approved:

i. Salary – 137.81

ii. RD Webster – 2424.72

iii. East Riding of Yorkshire Council – 22.8

iv. Stuff4Work – 526.80

127/15  SUPPORTING SEARCHES FOR MISSING PEOPLE – Councillor Moore reported that villagers were recently aware of a good deal of Police activity one evening and had later discovered it was search for a missing person.   Residents would have gladly helped with the search if they had been asked.

Resolved – The Clerk should write to the Police and ask whether consideration had been given to involving local people in the search and to remind them of the potential for community support in operations. 
128/15  GIANT HOGWEED – Councillor Bray reported that the dangers associated with Giant Hogweed had recently received media attention and that he was aware that the plant was growing outside Scotts and potentially along the drainage banks.  The Clerk advised that East Riding of Yorkshire Council had said they had no powers to require the removal of the plan when on private land.
Resolved – The Clerk should write to the Scotts to ask if they would be willing to remove the plant and to the EA and Drainage Board to ask they be vigilant in case the plant spreads. 
129/15 – PUBLIC WORKS LOAN – Councillor Bray suggested that the Parish Council give consideration to making overpayments to the loan that had been taken out refurbish the village hall, so the interest paid could be reduced and the loan paid off sooner.  It was noted that some penalties would apply to overpayments.

     Resolved – That the Clerk ascertains the penalties involved and the Parish Council considers overpayment when setting the budget for 2016/7. 
130/15 LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME – This item was deferred to a future meeting.

131/15
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING, Tuesday, 25 August, 7:30 pm MEETING – It was noted that the next meeting would be on the Tuesday 25 August 2015 at 7:30pm.
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